io8           GERMANY'S REVOLUTION OF DESTRUCTION
Justi&at Glass, a leader of the pan-Germans and another of
the gravediggers of German conservative patriotism, saw only a
transient ill-fortune in a lost war, the possibility of which
cannot deter the brave from "longing to bring about" a war.
"If we win," he declared, "there will be exultation, and a
national Reichstag will be elected. That moment must be
utilized for abolishing the franchise." If we were beaten, it
would still, he said, be well. A lost war would lead of necessity
to fundamental reforms under a dictatorship which might give a
defeat of the nation the aspect, from a higher historical stand-
point, almost of a thing to be welcomed. He saw "the discords
of to-day growing into a chaos which can only be restored to
order by the powerful will of a dictator. The dictatorship,
supported by the army and by the assent of all who are loyal to
the State, will carry out the necessary constitutional reforms"
Was not this pan-German recipe followed to the letter by the
coup of January 30th? It certainly looks like it. From this point
of view the capitulation of the nationalist and capitalist Right
wing before National Socialism is intelligible. They saw in
National Socialism the executor of the pan-German mission,
even at a time when the true revolutionary character of
National Socialism had long been patent. The Conservative
partners in the deal regarded the camouflaged dictatorship as
no more than a transient phase, permitting the creation of an
authoritarian State and the revision of Germany's frontiers and
restoration of her power.
But even among Conservatives and Nationalists political
ideas had developed, long before 1933, which yielded much
more concrete conceptions of the necessary dictatorship than
the simple bourgeois ones of Class's book Wem ich der Kaiser
ware. Carl Schmitt goes beyond the retrogressive revision of
the Constitution and the abolition of the franchise to the
rejection of the whole "chimaera" of a State based on the laws.
The revolutionary democratic legislator who builds up the